
) G0 FOR The Dallas Opera's Death by Diva season Qt4l443-tooo;
www.dallasopera.org). Fifty years ago, the company debuted with a
performance by one of  opera's most memorable divas,  Maria Cal las.
This yeal it celebrates the anniversary by paying homage to other fa-
mously fabulous operat ic females wi th performances of  Macbeth,The
Merry Widow, Sa/ome, Porgy & Bess, and Iosca. The season runs No-
vember 9 through March 15 at  The Music Hal l  at  Fair  Park.

> EAT Named one of the "1o Hottest Restaurants in America" by Bon
Ap pdtit this year and he I med by handsome you ng chef Scott Gottl ich,
Bijoux (545o W. Lovers Lane; zt4ft5o-6roo) offers a contemporary
French pr ix f ixe menu spr inkled with ingredients such as Texas heir-
loom tomatoes, Hudson Val ley fo ie gras,  and Alaskan ivory salmon.
A few blocks away at Shinsei (7713 Inwood Road;zt4fi5z-ooo5), Iop
Chef f inal ist  and execut ive chef Casey Thompson
turns out creat ive pan-Asian fare,  whi le sushi  chef
Shuj i  Sugawara (nicknamed "Elv is"  for  h is black

Cowboy chic (clockwise from top): The scene at
Tillman's Roadhouse, Forty Five Ten's polished wares,
andThe Merry Widoulat the Dallas opera.
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pompadour) creates dazzl ing rol ls.  One of  Dal las '  newest
and most-ant ic ipated eater ies is the $6-mi l l ion,  seven-room
stunner Fearing's (zrzr McKinney Avenue; zt4fgzz-ozoo).
Cplphr i lv  rhpI De:n Fpar ino s l icks lo his Sol thwestern

roots wi th leather,  suede, and l imestone in the decor and
chi l ies,  gr i ts,  and game on the menu. Don' t  miss Ti l lman's
Roadhouse (3 z4\N .7th Street;zt4194z-o9BB), a fu nky-ch ic,
come-as-you-are inst i tut ion where sparkl ing crystal  chan-
del iers share space with rust ic t ree-stump tables.  The veni-
son Frito pie followed by a slice of chocolate birthday cake
sat isf  ies the soul .

) DRINK Begin the eveningwith atoast at Briit (533o E. Mock-
ingbird Lane, Sui te 6o;zt4l \z7-z7BB),  a cozy retai lshop and
tast ing lou nge with the largest select ion of  cham pagnes and
sparkl ing wines in Lhe ci ty.  l f  someLhing sLronger is in order,
have a classic cocktail at the Library Bar (3or5 Oak Lawn
Aven u e; zr4/5zr -5r5r), an el egant, i nti mate local favorite that
oozes old-money sophist icat ion wi th book- l ined wal ls,  dark
woods, and plush couches. Come morning, get your caf-
feine fix at Gachet Coffee Lounge (2336 Victory Park Lane;
zt 41 91,3-t44),a Eu ropean-i nspi red coffeehouse i n the buzz-
ing Victory Park area.

) SH0P Luxury goods purveyor Neiman Marcus celebrates
i ts rooth anniversary th is year wi th numerous designer
events at its glittering downtown flagship store (t6rB Main
Street; 2i4l74t-69r). Madonna, Kid Rock, and Bil ly Bob
Thornton have al l  been ki t ted out in cut t ing-edge Western
wear - from $z,zoo boots to vin[age T-shirts - a[ Cowboy
Cool (3699 McKinney Avenue; z4l5zt-45oo). The caref ully
edi led selecl ion of  desipner r- lo lh ino accessor ies cosmet-

ics, f  ragrances, and home decor makes Forty Five Ten (45ro

McKinney Ave nue;2t41559-45ro) one of the top boutiques in

the country.  Hi t  the chic pat io caf6 for  lunch or cocktai ls.

) STAY Rest your head at the five-star, r43-room Mansion on Turtle
Creek. A posh smal l  hotel ,  the Mansion was once the pr ivate home of
-  T^ ' - '  '^  and lodav i l  refains i rs resident ia l  feel .  Thed tg d> LULLUT |  i l  tdt{r  rdLg,

Mansion recent ly unvei led a complete renovat ion of  i ts  restaurant,
which has become a no- jackets-required dining venue. The property
also added the formal Chef 's  Tast ing Room, headed by hotel  chef John
Tesar.  In ear ly zooB, the Mansion wi l l  complete i ts sweeping $zo-mi l l ion
hotelwide renovat ion wi th updated looks for guest rooms and publ ic
spaces. Doubles from $345,
i^- t , , - t i^^ l . - . "^- t . t r - -+i l  tLtuui l  t5 ut  cdNtoJL.

BYTIFFANY FIGUEIREDO


